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Conference puts focus on economy

Women's network to hear about $15 million initiative.

Joy Davia
Staff writer

(November 1, 2006) — Attendees at the Rochester Women's
Network's annual business conference Friday will hear more
about a multimillion-dollar project that is intended to transform the
regional economy.

Gay Gilbert, administrator of the Office of Workforce Investment
at the U.S. Labor Department, will talk about the vision of the new
federal WIRED initiative, which stands for Workforce Innovation in
Regional Economic Development.

The Rochester region was one of 13 nationally to win $15 million
in WIRED funds earlier this year.

More than 100 people have signed up for the conference, and
more than 400 for a luncheon at which 15 "up and coming"
businesswomen will be recognized, according to Mary Peters,
executive director of the women's network.

If you go

What: Rochester Women's Network's 11th
annual business conference.

When: 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday.

Where: Riverside Convention Center, 123 E.
Main St.

Registration: Deadline is at the close of
business today. Call Mary Peters at (585) 271-
4182.

Cost: Conference and luncheon fee is $150 for
members and $180 for nonmembers. Luncheon
alone costs $50.

Details: Go to www.rwn.org.

Karlee Bolafios

Associate attorney at Harris Beach. Years in
law: five.

Among few lawyers in Rochester in immigration
law. Works with Saint's Place of St. Louis
Church to help refugees.

http://lwww.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?A1D=/20061101/BUSINESS/611010352/-1/archive5
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The 15 are women who have been in their current careers for

fewher_than 10 years. They are being hon_ored becausg they excel 2nd annual
in their jobs and do a lot for the community, Peters said. gwge?;r?c}ggoo\g?mvatek Communontions. ROCHESTER
The event will also include exhibits by 40 local companies, panel _\Fgglis;cer:‘?g;%iw;rx;“tg?r?'co"ege and it WINE & FOOD
discussions and a concluding networking reception. since has won several honors. ' FESTIVAL
'\I/-l\;lhlésEiS a real opportunity for the community that |s re(_:eiving the _ ' Saturdayr

grant to support the goals of the program,” said Deborah Stendardi, a women's network board member 1

and chairwoman of the 11th annual conference.

Nov 18, 2006

"We hope to educate the members of the women's network and the public at large on what the economic
opportunities are for the area,” said Stendardi, who is vice president for government and community relations at
Rochester Institute of Technology.

"Where are the potential areas of job growth and how are people prepared to take advantage of those
opportunities?"

Gilbert, in a phone interview, outlined the goals of the project: to help the Rochester-area economy move away
from its reliance on three or four large businesses to become more dependent on small and medium-sized
companies. The initiative will also help foster entrepreneurship.

So far, 12 projects have been approved by the governing board of the Finger Lakes Partnership, the group
implementing the WIRED initiative.

"But this isn't just $15 million divvied up in some projects," Gilbert said, adding that the initiative will also call for the
strategic partners and areas of the economy to come together in some new ways.

In addition to the $15 million, $22 million will be raised by the Finger Lakes Partnership, which includes business,
government, philanthropic and academic leaders.

At Gordon
Field House,
Rochester Institute
of Technology
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Gilbert noted two big plusses for the Rochester region: its strong history of innovation and its research and
development institutions.

"You're starting from a point that is more sophisticated than other regions," she said.

JDAVIA@DemocratandChronicle.com
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The 2nd annual

ROCHESTER WINE & FOOD FESTIVAL
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